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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Victims advocate welcomes domestic violence 
and restorative justice budget announcements 

 
The ACT Victims of Crime Commissioner, John Hinchey, welcomed the ACT Government 

budget announcements for 2015-2016 that include additional funding for anti-domestic 

violence measures and funding for the implementation of Phase Two of Restorative Justice. 

 

“I am very pleased to see additional funding provided to our frontline crisis services, the 

Domestic Violence Crisis Service and the Canberra Rape Crisis Centre, who have 

experienced a significant increase in demand in recent years.  It is also welcome news to see 

the Government acknowledge the important work being done by the Canberra Men’s 

Centre to assist men to change their controlling behaviours,” said Mr Hinchey.  “Funding for 

ACT schools to roll out respectful relationship education programs is timely, as there is a 

clear need to embed into our curriculums a better awareness of how to build respectful 

relationships.”   

 

The ACT Government announced today that it will be allocating funding to the 

implementation of the second phase of the Crimes (Restorative Justice) Bill 2004 – 

extending the availability of restorative justice processes to victims of all crimes committed 

by juveniles and adults. 

 

“I applaud the courage of the ACT Government for enabling the expansion of the ACT’s 

restorative justice scheme, one of the broadest and boldest restorative justice schemes in 

the world.  Restorative justice offers significant benefits to victims and their families and 

friends but also offers hope and new beginnings to those who have harmed others” Mr 

Hinchey said.  “Restorative justice restores relationships, including those relationships that 

are important to those who are responsible for committing crimes.  This is a strong 

motivator for people to change.  They want to regain the respect and trust of those who 

are important to them and restorative justice gives them that opportunity.”   

   

“I have every confidence in the ACT Restorative Justice Unit’s ability to ensure the safety 

and wellbeing of victims of crime if they choose to participate in restorative justice 

processes for even the most serious of crimes,” Mr Hinchey said.    

 

 

Statement ends: 2 June 2015 

Media contact:  John Hinchey M: 0418 515 250  E: VSACTMedia@act.gov.au 


